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Good morning and welcome to the opening of the legal year 2011. My name is Jack

Davies and I am a year 12 student at Melbourne Grammar School currently studying

legal studies.

As a young person, my view is that the law should embody the values of the community

to ensure that the punishment for a crime is just and that the law reflects the values on

which the community is based. An example of this is the reforms to police powers

regarding weapons and driving under the influence. The community has recognised these

issues as problems in society and the law reflects that by adjusting its perspective to

embody the values of society. This helps society function more smoothly in that the focus

of the law is being directed to where it is needed most, whether that be hoon driving or

violence in the CBD or driving under the influence and so on. A consequence of not

observing the view of the community could be that the law focuses on problems within

the community, such as robbery and theft, when the real problem is gang violence

throughout Melbourne. Subsequently the efforts of the legal system are being hampered

by the fact that community views are not being observed and the actions of the law are

being allocated to the wrong problem.



But as much as the law must observe the community’s views and values, the community 

must respect the law and legal procedures to allow the law to function smoothly as well.

An example of this is in Australian society today, the public often sees criminals as

essentially bad people, people who are born with the genes or the upbringing that means

that they are destined to end up in jail. It is useless to allow the categorisation of people

into groups of good and evil, the community must rise above base passion and allow the

law to look at the facts presented and from these facts derive action to take that is

necessary for the protection of society, and possible reintegration of people into that

society. The community needs to be educated that regardless of how abhorrent the crime,

every individual charged deserves a fair hearing.

Also, in my view the public do not understand the role of defence counsel. To quote

David Drake “it’s not for me to play judge and jury, but simply to act as a defence 

counsel and put my client’s case.” Perhaps the community needs to be more educated 

about the taxi rank principle in order to understand the position of counsel.

The law is not an institution intended to point the finger of moral rage as the society who

directs that finger assumes it to be. It is a construction designed to allow for the

protection of rights, the rehabilitation of criminals and the reintegration of human beings

into a society in which they can live.


