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Since its inception, the opening of the legal year has granted a chance for valuable 

reflection of the legal system’s many strengths and flaws by those most closely 

acquainted with its inner workings. In addition to the prestige of the Honoured Guest list, 

the conference attracts and grants us the opportunity to hear the thoughts of those with 

vast expertise within their own fields, on various elements of Victoria’s system.

In congruency with this and the audience here present, the conclusion drawn by Chief 

Justice Marilyn Warren in her 2008 address that ‘the law is about much more than its 

lawyers, magistrates and tribunals’ could not be more fitting. To elaborate, the notion 

of justice as moral correctness, be it defined by ethics, law or religion, depends on the 

values and constructs of a society as a whole. The nature of this relationship between a 

law and the society it serves is such that it is the latter that retains its integrity over the 

former.

However, this reality differs greatly from the more commonly held perception that the 

legal system exists as a superficial entity, functioning above and by means of imposition 

over society. The nature of law as from the people to the people is somewhat lost amidst 

the image of the legal system in its formality, rigidity and perceived inclemency. Be it 

the vilification of police powers, or the politics of policy and law making, the image of 

many facets of the legal system, Victorian or otherwise, is often one of intimidation and 

imposition in the eyes of the public. It is in these misconceptions that some of the utmost 

redeeming features of our legal system are lost. The fact that the system idyllically serves 

rather than lords over the community is central to this, in that it seeks to represent a 

manifestation of societal values.

The introduction of the subject Legal Studies in 2002 has served to involve and 

encourage the active participation, by means of the expansion of knowledge, of a 



demographic of adolescent Victorians in the legal system. This inclusion of the younger 

generation is epitomised by the very presence of ourselves, and our fellow students here 

today. Without the push for raised awareness in said demographic, in itself an avenue by 

which access is breaking down ill perceptions, such a phenomena would not be possible. 

A further achievement of the 2002 introduction is the potential it stands to fulfil; the 

positioning of the younger generation as the foundation from which an increasingly law 

conscious society will bloom. Hence context describes this law consciousness as the 

ability to understand and better the functioning and intricacies of the legal system of the 

day.  In addition to this is the broadening of a comparative knowledge of the Australian 

and Victorian systems as they stand against international legal infrastructures. The effect 

of this being an increase in the potential of the younger demographic to initiate change; 

not only in a heightening of awareness of one’s legal rights and responsibilities, but also 

in the ways in which the legal system seeks to maintain social cohesion. For want of a 

better word, globalisation stands to significantly broaden the insights of the upcoming 

generation towards legal consistency and reform.

On the topic of legal consistency and reform, analysis of the legal system as it exists over 

time serves to reinforce the subjectivity of justice and legality, and the ways in which 

the system seeks to conform to said fluid nature. The law is not uniform nor solid, and 

episodes in which it has responded to public sentiments and stayed somewhat true to 

it has encouraged a greater public initiative towards voicing concern and expressing 

displeasure. However difficulties in meeting the wide ranging values of a nation as multi-

minded as Australia appear in numerous cases, occuring in controversial issues such as 

the lawfulness of same sex marriage and the immigration debate, to name a mere few of 

what is a long and treacherous list.

An unaccommodating outlook by the public towards the role of the law in such matters 

perpetuates the appearance of the legal system as hostile, perhaps necessitating a patient 

and informative push by the courts to appease discontent. To merely provide a more 

comprehensive explanation of the rationale and deliberation behind decisions of more 

controversial natures would greatly improve the public relations with the legal system for 



the betterment of communal appeasement.

By and large, the hope is that with the dedication exhibited by those involved, the legal 

system stands to receive adequate attention needed to fill the gaps in what is otherwise a 

productive system. I’m sure we speak for not only ourselves but also our fellow student 

from Melbourne Grammar when we say how grateful we are for the opportunity we have 

been granted in speaking here today. 


