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As teenagers growing up in suburban Melbourne, pretty much everything we need and 

want is available to us - shelter, clean water, food, education and safety. However in many 

countries across the world and in Australia, people our age are not provided with these rights.

Pam and I both live pretty good lives. 

• We go to a good school that is open for anyone to attend unlike in the country of 

Yemen where girls are not allowed to attend school without their father’s permission. 

• We both have part-time jobs, unlike most of the population of Zimbabwe where the 

unemployment rate is 95% or closer to home on the Pacific Island of Nauru where it 

stands at 90%.

• We participate in a variety of out of school sports and activities where as children 

living in Africa may have to go hunting or collect water to provide for the rest of their 

family.

• After we finish secondary school we expect to attend university, an option which may 

be denied to young people in other countries

• We are not affected by drug abuse and the drug trade, an issue which is rife 

throughout South America.



• We have good friends and family lives whereas many asylum seekers and refugees 

who leave their homeland to come here do so on their own without the rest of their 

family and have to adjust to a new way of life without anyone to support them.

Teenagers in Australia are so lucky to have all of these things, which many of us just 

assume we have access to, whereas in other places around the world these things are seen as 

privileges.

When many people think of children’s rights they think of starving children in Africa, and 

they’re right. But what many of us don’t see is the lack of basic human rights the children and 

teenagers have access to here in Australia. In Alice Springs, there is a dire problem regarding 

teenage drinking, both amongst the Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities. Chances 

are that if Pam and I lived there, most of our peers would’ve already dropped out of school. 

Without the opportunities and the support we have and with few prospects of employment, 

it’s statistically likely – unless things change - that some would abuse alcohol and many 

would face a future of Centrelink benefits, unstable housing, violence, medical problems and 

a much lower than average.

Situations of alcohol abuse often have a flow on effect – some of these teenagers have 

children of their own who are neglected and deprived – these children may not attend school 

or have a stable upbringing, they might only have one parent.

There are some real issues particularly in regional and remote areas of our nation regarding 

the opportunities and access to rights that citizens and in particular young people are provided 

with. Given time hopefully we as Australians can contribute to the development of this. 

In closing, Pamela and I are both seen as average Melbourne teenagers, we don’t do anything 

too special. But when you put it in to perspective with our teenage counterparts in other 

nations across the globe and in other parts of Australia, it really shows that we are very lucky 

for what we have. 

Thank you.


