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As young Australians ourselves, we can tell you personally how privileged we are. However 

many of us don’t often consider those who aren’t. Millions of children around the world 

do not have access to basic human rights such as the right to food or even access to clean 

drinking water let alone the opportunity to obtain any sort of basic education. There are 

children in detention centres, children working to help provide for their families and young 

girls discriminated against purely based on their gender. These are some of the difficulties 

children around the world face every day while many of us worry about the new iPhone or 

how many pairs of designer jeans we can fit in our wardrobes.

Every person in this world deserves to be treated fairly. Nobody should be discriminated 

against based on age, gender, sexuality, race or religion. We all deserve equal opportunities to 

fulfil our lives and the lives of others.  

Amnesty International, a non-government organisation, defines human rights as “the basic 

freedoms and protections that people are entitled to simply because they are human beings”. 

However people all around the world do not receive these basic freedoms. There are currently 



around 800 million people who do not have access to clean drinking water and around 900 

million going hungry, many of them children. This is clear evidence that people throughout 

every continent are not being granted their basic necessities in life and are being denied 

the most basic human right, the inherent right to life. The Convention on the Rights of the 

Child makes clear the obligation to “ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and 

development of the child”, an obligation which cannot be met if children are denied access to 

adequate food and clean water.

The topic of asylum seekers has been very confrontational in Australia. The fact is that it 

is not illegal to seek asylum by boat in Australia and that only 3% of Australia’s annual 

immigration is made up of asylum seekers. (amnesty facts). In 2012, the Australian 

government re-introduced offshore processing on Nauru and Manus Islands. This month, 

amnesty international released insight into what a refugee research team found out in Nauru. 

They discovered unlawful detention and inhumane conditions. These refugees were found 

to have a lack of essential health services, legal representation and refugee processing. The 

living conditions were extremely poor with barely any room, in leaking, hot army tents filled 

with rodents and insects. I’m ashamed that our country can treat people so badly.

As high school students ourselves, we hear daily our peers whinging about not wanting to 

do their homework, or not wanting to sit through a particular class we have. While we’re 

complaining about school, an Afghani girl a little younger than me is still in hospital in 

England, recovering from the severe head injuries inflicted on her when four members of the 

Taliban who objected to her speaking about the importance of education for girls ambushed 

the school bus on which she was travelling and shot her in the head. 

What’s been good about this opportunity to speak today is that it has made me think about the 

rights I take for granted which are denied to so many other young people in the world and the 

importance of speaking out about injustice.


