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Ladies and Gentlemen, my name is Sunny Sun, and I am a Year 12 student currently at

Melbourne Grammar School. It is a great privilege to be speaking to all of you today with

my fellow student Jack Davies and also with Ms. Tarrant-Kuang and Ms. Li on such an

important day in the legal calendar.

As a student, the law, to me, is still a relatively abstract concept. Before I started Legal

Studies at Grammar last year, the law seemed to almost be an entity that controlled

society and made everything alright. Though I have, by now, seen it in action (courtesy of

my time this year as a Legal Studies student and also through my work experience with a

barrister), the simple fact that I did not regularly interact with the legal system means that

there is still a sense of detachment. Naturally, through the course of last year my

knowledge of the legal system had increased, but I find that this detachment leaves me

unable to sympathise, sometimes, with such issues as harshness and duration of

punishments handed down by judges, why defence lawyers do what they do, etc etc.

However, if there was one thing that Legal Studies taught me that I will never forget, it is

that a better knowledge of the legal system fosters a better understanding of the deeper

issues behind what most people see in the media every day. Looking back on the start of



last year, I can easily see that the knowledge I now have of the legal system has increased

exponentially. However, along with this knowledge comes an acknowledgement of, not

necessarily the “flaws” of the legal system, but more of the slight shortcomings.

In order to serve the community effectively and efficiently, I believe one of the main

steps is taking greater measures to educate the community about what the legal system

really does, and not just let the public create false images through such shows as Law &

Order and the like. Naturally, the very judges and the courts that are meant to embody the

common citizen’s values must take this step. Many people may view the courts as a place

where lawyers have some kind of epic battle, throwing evidence at each other, and then a

cat-and-mouse chase with the witness on the stand through their testimony, exposing

flaws left and right and eventually solving the case. Having been in a whole range of

courts myself from the County Court to the Court of Appeal, I now know that almost all

of the time that is most certainly not the norm. A greater education of the community

could help prevent this from being the general opinion of the courts, by opening the

public's eyes to what the courts really do.

Also, I think there is, at the same time, a much greater public presence needed throughout

the court system. The courts should be endeavoring to involve the general public more

with their day today proceedings instead of just appearing in the public’s eye because of 

the media reporting about what they perceive as a soft sentence. The courts need to

advertise the fact that they are open to the general public (unless the court session is

closed) and that anyone may enter and view the proceedings, and there should be a much

greater level of interaction between the judicial system and the general public.

Communication is key; there is no type of relationship that can exist if there is not good

communication between parties. Through communication and interaction, the public will

be afforded a much more detailed understanding of how the court system works, what it

is there for, and when to access it.



And, in the end, let’s face it: you don’t want every second person on the street to think

that all judges are as bad-tempered as Judge Judy.

Thank you ladies and gentlemen!


