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Dear Members and Friends 
12 July 2016 

Re: Indonesian Bar Reader 

Earlier this year the International Commission of Jurists – Victoria resolved to re-establish a program 
that our President, the Honourable Justice Bromberg and other colleagues ran some years ago, 
sponsoring foreign lawyers from developing countries (with an interest in human rights) to participate in 
the Victorian Bar Readers' Course in Melbourne.   

I am pleased to inform you that the Victorian Bar has generously agreed to place a candidate for this 
program in its Bar Readers’ Course from 1 September 2016 to 26 October 2016. 

I am also very pleased to announce the appointed candidate from Indonesia is Mr Alghiffari Aqsa. 

Alghiffari has been chosen by Jakarta Legal Aid Institute (Lembaga Bantuan Hukum, Jakarta, known 
as “LBH”), Professor Tim Lindsey from Melbourne Law School and Todung Mulya Lubis (the 
Indonesian lawyer who acted for Chan and Sukumaran).   

He is an exceptional candidate and we are pleased that he has accepted the ICJV’s invitation to do the 
Bar Readers’ Course in Melbourne. 

We are now asking ICJV’s members and friends whether they would agree to billet Alghiffari 
during his stay in Melbourne.  He will be arriving on 30 August 2016. 

The ICJV will be contributing towards Alghiffari’s cost of travel to Australia and a stipend for incidental 
expenses while he is here.  In the past the host has offered the candidate full board and lodging in their 
home (providing meals in their home).  While he is here, Alghiffari will also have other support from the 
ICJV, including sharing Chambers with one of our Bar members so that he has an office to work from 
during the course. 

!  of !1 2

www.icj.org 
www.icj-aust.org.au 
www.icjvictoria.com.au

mailto:glenn.mcgowan@gadens.com
mailto:lline@vicbar.com.au
mailto:icj-vic@vicbar.com.au?subject=
http://www.icj.org
http://www.icj-aust.org.au
http://www.icjvictoria.com.au
http://www.icj.org
http://www.icj-aust.org.au
http://www.icjvictoria.com.au


Past experience has been that it is a wonderful opportunity for the candidate to build capacity and 
develop close ties amongst our legal profession and with Australia, to develop an appreciation for a 
western liberal democratic system of law and to create friendships.  

About Alghiffari 

Alghif (as he calls himself) is 30 years old and his interests include music of all sorts (being a former 
cello player) including classical, rock and world music, and he enjoys playing soccer. 

He is a human rights lawyer with 7 years’ experience in the field of public interest lawyering and 
advocacy (including right to housing, labour rights, right to education, ASEAN human rights advocacy, 
and other human rights issues in Indonesia).  

In 2012 – 2013 he became a fellow of The Global Network for Public Interest Law (PILNet) and a 
visiting scholar at Columbia University School of Law. He also had the opportunity to intern for two 
months in the Street Vendor Project – Urban Justice Centre in New York. 

In August 2015 Alghif was appointed as a director of LBH, the Jakarta Legal Aid Institute.  LBH, in 
turn, has been appointed as the coordinator of Southeast Asian Lawyers Network (SEALawyers), a 
group of public interest lawyers from Southeast Asia. 

Alghif tells us that he has a great interest in legal empowerment.  In Indonesia community legal 
empowerment occurs at a provincial, national level and regional level.  An example of the work he has 
been involved in has been through organising poor urban community workers and trade unions.  At a 
regional level he has been involved in work strengthening the Southern Thailand CSO and legal aid 
organization.  

Alghif has expressed an interest in meeting human rights advocates in Australia and learning from them 
about their experiences and litigation strategies.  His full CV is available to interested hosts. 

Are you interested? 

If you are interested in billeting Alghif (or have any questions), please contact either   
me [E: Glenn.McGowan@gadens.com, T: 9252 2587] or  
Richard Wilson [E: richardwilson@vicbar.com.au, T: 9225 8942].   

This is a very exciting opportunity for ICJV members or other members of the Victorian legal profession 
who may be interested in doing something very rewarding and practical to assist human rights advocates 
working in our region and furthering understanding of the rule of law.   It is a great opportunity to 
develop personal ties with a human rights lawyer from one of our nearest neighbours and understand the 
human rights issues that they are dealing with.  

Glenn McGowan QC 
Chair, ICJ – Victoria
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